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“CONCEPT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE THROUGH
DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH BY STATE”

AUTHORED BY - SYED FARAZ MEHADI

BACKGROUND

The concept of social justice through the distribution of wealth by the state is deeply rooted in
philosophical, ethical, and socio-political discourse spanning centuries. Understanding its
background and context involves examining various historical, theoretical, and practical

dimensions.

Philosophers like Plato and Aristotle deliberated on the ideal state structure, advocating for thefair
distribution of wealth and resources to prevent societal discord. The 18th and 19th centuries
witnessed socioeconomic upheavals due to industrialization, leading to movements advocatingfor
workers' rights and fairer wealth distribution. Karl Marx's critique of capitalism emphasizedthe

unequal distribution of wealth and called for state intervention to achieve economic equality.

Many national constitutions enshrine principles of social justice, empowering governments to
create policies ensuring fair wealth distribution. Global entities like the United Nations promote
social justice as a fundamental human right, urging states to work towards equitable wealth

distribution.

Governments worldwide implement welfare schemes, such as education subsidies, healthcare
provisions, and income redistribution initiatives, to mitigate wealth disparities. Tax systems serve
as a mechanism for redistributing wealth by imposing progressive taxes aimed at fundingpublic
services and social welfare programs.

The effects of globalization on wealth distribution, including concerns about widening income
gaps between different socio-economic strata. Debates persist between differing ideological
stances, with some advocating for minimal state intervention in wealth distribution and others

championing more robust redistributive policies.

Social justice embodies the ethical and moral principles that advocate for fair and impartial
treatment of all individuals in society. It revolves around the notion of equality, aiming to rectify

disparities and ensure equitable opportunities and outcomes for everyone, irrespective of their
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background, identity, or socio-economic status.

The distribution of wealth plays a pivotal role in the pursuit of social justice. Wealth,
encompassing resources, assets, and opportunities, significantly impacts individuals' access to
education, healthcare, employment, and other essential facets of life. Disparities in wealth
distribution often lead to social and economic inequalities, hindering the realization of a just and

inclusive society.

The relationship between social justice and the distribution of wealth intertwines with the roleof
the state. Governments employ various policies and interventions to redistribute resources, aiming
to bridge the gap between the affluent and the disadvantaged. The state's involvement in wealth
redistribution through taxation, social welfare programs, and economic policies is a crucial aspect
of fostering social justice by striving for a more equitable distribution of resources and

opportunities.

Understanding and analyzing this relationship is critical in evaluating the effectiveness of policies
aimed at achieving social justice through the redistribution of wealth. It involves assessing the
ethical considerations, legal frameworks, and societal impacts of the state's interventions, thereby
contributing to a more nuanced comprehension of how wealth distribution influences the

attainment of social justice in a given society.

RESEARCH PROBLEM

This research problem aims to delve into the effectiveness and ethical considerations associated
with governmental initiatives aimed at redistributing wealth to foster social justice. Key
components of this research problem include:

1. Evaluation of Effectiveness: Investigating the extent to which state interventions in
wealth redistribution policies have contributed to narrowing wealth gaps and fosteringmore
equitable societies.

2. Ethical Considerations: Scrutinizing the ethical foundations and implications
underlying the state's role in wealth redistribution.

3. Comparative Analysis: Conducting a comparative study across different nations or
regions with varying approaches to wealth redistribution.

4. Assessment of Challenges and Criticisms: Analysing challenges, criticisms, and

limitations associated with state-driven wealth redistribution initiatives.
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SCOPE OF STUDY

The scope of this study entails a comparative analysis focusing on the distribution of wealth by
the state as a mechanism to achieve social justice. Geographically, the study examines select
countries, exploring both historical contexts and contemporary policies to comprehend the
evolution of strategies. The investigation encompasses governmental wealth redistribution
policies such as taxation systems, welfare programs, and economic reforms, while emphasizing
the legal and ethical frameworks guiding these interventions. Furthermore, the study delves into
the socioeconomic impacts on diverse societal segments, identifying challenges and criticisms

that hinder the effectiveness of wealth redistribution initiatives.

Additionally, it aims to conduct a comparative analysis to highlight variations in approachesand
successes or failures across different regions or nations. However, this study acknowledges
limitations due to its focus on specific aspects, reliance on available data, andthe exclusion of

macroeconomic analyses.

HYPOTHESIS

This hypothesis posits that well-structured and ethically sound governmental interventionsaimed
at redistributing wealth play a constructive role in promoting societal equity. It assumes that
policies guided by robust legal and ethical principles contribute to reducingdisparities in wealth
distribution, thereby enhancing social justice by providing fairer opportunities and outcomes for

individuals from various socio-economic backgrounds.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS
1. "How do the legal frameworks guiding state-driven wealth redistribution policies impact
the effectiveness of achieving social justice across diverse socio-economic groups?"
2. "What are the socio-economic impacts of state-led wealth redistribution policies on

narrowing wealth disparities and fostering social justice within various communities?"
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CHAPTER -1

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The evolution of social justice concepts is a complex process influenced by historical events,

philosophical ideologies, legal reforms, and societal movements. It traces back to ancient
civilizations with debates on fairness and the common good, while religious teachings

emphasized equity and charity.

During the Enlightenment, thinkers like Locke and Rousseau introduced social contracttheories,
advocating for inherent rights, liberty, and equality. The Industrial Revolution spurredlabor rights

movements, while figures like Marx proposed ideas of economic equality.

Civil rights movements in the 19th and 20th centuries fought against discrimination, advocatingfor
equal rights under the law. Post-World War I, international human rights instruments likethe
Universal Declaration of Human Rights promoted principles of equality, dignity, and non-
discrimination.> Several countries, especially in Europe, undertook nationalizations of industries
and infrastructures. The objective was to redistribute wealth and resources by placingcertain sectors

under state ownership to ensure equitable access and distribution of key resources.?

In the 1930s, during the Great Depression, the U.S. implemented the New Deal programs,
including Social Security, to provide financial assistance to retirees and the unemployed. These
programs aimed at wealth redistribution and alleviating economic hardships among vulnerable

populations.

The USSR implemented collectivization policies, aiming to centralize agricultural productionby
seizing privately owned farms and forming collective farms. This move aimed to redistributeland
and resources, placing them under state control, ostensibly to ensure equitable access andwealth

distribution among the rural population.

During the early years of Communist rule, China implemented land reforms targeting
redistribution of land from landlords to peasants. These reforms aimed to address historical wealth

disparities by granting land to landless peasants and reducing concentrations of wealthamong

! Featherstone, J. (1978). Rousseau and Modernity. Daedalus, 107(3), 167-192. Available at:
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20024570
2 2 Social Security Administration. (n.d.). The Retirement Test. Available at: https://www.ssa.gov/history/ret2.html
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landlords. China later embarked on economic reforms in the late 20th century,

introducing elements of a market-oriented economy while maintaining state control over key
sectors In the Indian context, the pursuit of social justice through the distribution of wealth by the
stateholds immense significance, deeply rooted in the country's historical, socio-economic, and
constitutional fabric. The concept intertwines philosophical ideals, constitutional mandates, and

policy interventions aimed at fostering a more equitable society.

The framing of the Indian Constitution post-independence enshrined the ideals of justice,
including social, economic, and political justice, within its Preamble. The Directive Principlesof
State Policy embedded in the Constitution underscored the state's responsibility to work towards

minimizing inequalities and ensuring social and economic justice for all citizens.

India’s post-independence economic policies, particularly through Five-Year Plans and
subsequent developmental initiatives, aimed at reducing poverty, bridging economic disparities,
and fostering inclusive growth. Various welfare schemes focusing on education, healthcare, rural
development, and poverty alleviation were introduced to address socio- economic imbalances.
The Indian judiciary, through its landmark judgments and interventions,has played a pivotal role
in interpreting and reinforcing constitutional provisions related to social justice, particularly in

matters concerning wealth distribution and equitable resource allocation.®

The impact of state-driven wealth redistribution policies on the economy is a complex and debated
issue. The macroeconomic effects of redistributive policies reflect a balance between the
components of the fiscal package, and it is an empirical question whether redistribution inpractice
IS pro- or anti-growth.

While some argue that redistribution can lead to increased economic development, improved
public goods, and social welfare programs, others criticize the inefficiency, poor targeting, and
regressive nature of state tax systems, which can exacerbate inequality. The effectiveness of these
policies in reducing inequality and promoting economic growth depends on various factors,
including the design of the tax system and the specific mechanisms of wealth redistribution.

Therefore, the impact of state-driven wealth redistribution policies on the economy is influenced

3 3 Mody, A. (2005). Quest for Inclusive Growth: Continuity and Constraints in Indian Economic Policies.
Economic and Political Weekly, 40(37), 4052-4061.
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by a combination of macroeconomic, social, and political factors, and the effectiveness of these

policies should be carefully evaluated based on empirical evidenceand economic analysis.

CHAPTER 2
LEGAL FRAMEWORKS AND STATE-L ED WEAL TH REDISTRIBUTION

2.1 Constitutional Mandates:

India’s Constitution, through its Preamble and Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP),
emphasizes the state's obligation to secure social and economic justice for its citizens. The
Preamble of the Indian Constitution emphasizes justice, social, economic, and political,ensuring
liberty, equality, and fraternity among citizens. It sets the tone for the Constitution's overarching
objectives, including the pursuit of social justice. Article 38 of the DPSP specifically directs the
state to promote the welfare of the people by ensuring social order andeconomic justice. Article
39 directs policies towards distributing material resources to serve the common good, minimizing
inequalities, and ensuring equal pay for equal work®. Article 14guarantees equality before the law
and equal protection of laws, while Article 15 prohibits discrimination on various grounds,
fostering social inclusivity. Moreover, Article 21 extends the notion of the right to life beyond
mere existence, encompassing socio-economic welfare and contributing significantly to social

justice

2.2 Legal Frameworks and Statutory Provisions:
Several statutes and legal mechanisms complement constitutional mandates to facilitate wealth

redistribution and promote social justice:

. Taxation Laws: The Income Tax Act® and other tax-related statutes serve as
mechanisms for wealth redistribution by imposing progressive taxes aimed at collectingrevenue
for social welfare schemes and redistributive purposes. Different income brackets are taxed at
increasing rates. For instance, as of 2021-22, income between %2.5lakhs to X5 lakhs is taxed at

5%, while income above 210 lakhs is taxed at 30%.

Additional surcharges and cess are levied on higher income groups, further increasingtheir

effective tax rate.

4 4 Constitution of India. (n.d.). Article 39.
5 5 Income Tax Act, 1961, Act No. 43 of 1961, (India).
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. Land Reforms Acts: Various state-level land reforms acts in India are designed to
address historical inequities in land distribution by facilitating more equitable access toland for
landless farmers and marginalized communities. For instance, the West Bengal Land Reforms Act®,
and the Kerala Land Reforms Act’, aimed to redistribute land fromlarge landholders to landless
and marginalized sections, setting upper limits on landholdings, abolishing intermediaries, and
providing ownership rights to tenants. These acts intended to break the concentration of land
ownership, empower marginalized communities, enhance agricultural productivity, and ensure
fairer accessto resources, aligning with the broader goal of social justice by promoting equitable

distribution of land among disadvantaged groups in society.

. Social Welfare Legislation: The tax revenues collected through progressive taxation
are channelled into various social welfare programs such as Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA): Tax revenues contribute to funding thisscheme,
guaranteeing employment to rural households, thereby addressing rural unemployment and
enhancing livelihoods. National Health Mission (NHM) and National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM): Funds from tax revenues support healthcare initiatives, providing accessible and
quality healthcare services, especially in rural areas. Education Schemes: Tax revenues finance
education-related schemes like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), ensuring universal elementary

education and reducing disparities in access to education.

2.3 Judicial Interpretations and Public Interest Litigations (PILS):

The Indian judiciary has played a proactive role in interpreting constitutional provisions to further
social justice goals. Landmark judgments. Additionally, Public Interest Litigations (PILs) have
been pivotal in addressing issues of social justice, prompting the judiciary to intervene in cases
concerning equitable resource allocation, fair compensation, and the implementation of welfare

schemes.

Several landmark cases that significantly shaped the understanding and application of social
justice concept. These cases played a crucial role in defining and interpreting the concept of Social

Justice-

6 6 West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, Act No. 10 of 1956, (India).
77 Kerala Land Reforms Act, 1963, Act No. 1 of 1964, (India).
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State of Kerala vs. NM Thomas?®:

The case dealt with the Kerala Land Reforms Act. The Supreme Court upheld the Act,
emphasizing the importance of land reforms in achieving social justice and equitable distribution
of resources. The judgment validated the constitutional validity of land reforms, emphasizing the
state's role in ensuring fair distribution of land for social justice.

Olga Tellis vs. Bombay Municipal Corporation®:

The case dealt with the right to livelihood under Article 21. The Supreme Court upheld the right
to livelihood as a fundamental right and stated that eviction without providing alternative
arrangements would violate Article 21. This case emphasized the importance of livelihood and
shelter as essential components of socio-economic justice, contributing to protection against
homelessness and destitution.

Bandhua Mukti Morcha vs. Union of Indial®:

This case addressed bonded labor and violation of fundamental rights. The Supreme Court
highlighted the need to protect the rights of bonded laborers and ordered the release and
rehabilitation of such laborers. While not directly related to taxation, this case underscores the
broader canvas of social justice concerns. It reflects the intersectionality between socio- economic
disparities (such as bonded labor) and the need for fair taxation to fund social welfareschemes
aimed at addressing such issues.

State of Punjab v. Labh Singh?!:

This case dealt with land reforms and the rights of tillers of the soil. The Supreme Court upheldthe
constitutional validity of the Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 1953. This Act aimed to
safeguard the rights of tenant farmers, particularly landless cultivators, by providing security of
tenure and protection against arbitrary eviction. The Supreme Court's judgment supported the
legislation, emphasizing the state's authority to enact land reform laws ensuring equitable access
to agricultural land. By protecting tenants' rights and promoting agrarian reforms, the case
indirectly contributed to socio-economic justice and equitable wealth distribution amongagrarian

communities in Punjab, setting a precedent for land reform measures in India.

8 State of Kerala & Anr. v. N. M. Thomas & Ors., 1976 AIR 490, 1976 SCR (1) 906, 1976 SCC (2) 310.
® Olga Tellis & Ors. v. Bombay Municipal Corporation & Ors., 1985 SCC (3) 545.

1010 Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India & Ors., (1984) 3 SCC 161.

11 State of Punjab V. Labh Singh., (19885) AIR 1985 SC 1380
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CHAPTER 3
GOVERNMENTAL INTERVENTIONS AND SOCIOECONOMIC
IMPACTS

The analysis of government schemes like MGNREGA, NFSA, PMAY, and healthcare programs
provides insights into their impact on poverty alleviation, food security, housing, andhealthcare

access, thereby contributing to socio-economic development and promoting social justice:

1. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA):

MGNREGA guarantees 100 days of wage employment to rural households, aiming to enhance
livelihood security and reduce rural unemployment. Government reports and studies have
indicated that MGNREGA generated over 76 million days of wage employment in rural areas
during a specific period. However, challenges persisted, with around 50% of delayed wage

payments reported in various states, impacting the livelihood security of rural households.?

2. National Food Security Act (NFSA):

NFSA aims to provide subsidized food grains to eligible beneficiaries, ensuring food securityfor
vulnerable populations. REPORTS highlighted that NFSA benefited approximately 81.35 crore
households by providing subsidized food grains'®. Despite this, concerns arose regarding
identification errors, with around 5-10% of ineligible beneficiaries or exclusion errors reported,

affecting the intended coverage and food security outcomes.*

3. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY):

PMAY focuses on providing affordable housing to economically weaker sections and aims to
address housing disparities. statistics revealed that 107 lakh houses (87%) have been grounded, and
61 lakh houses have been delivered as affordable housing units for economically weaker
sections'®. However, challenges emerged, such as delays in completion rates, affecting the timely
delivery of housing to beneficiaries and underscoring the need for more efficient project

management. Despite the slow pace of delivery, PMAY-U has successfully ensured housing

12 Narayan, S. (2022). "Fifteen Years of India’s NREGA: Employer of the Last Resort?" The Indian Journal of
Labour Economics 65(779-799).

13 Prime Minister Narendra Modi. "NFSA and PM’s promise of free foodgrains for five years: what it means and
entails." The Indian Express, December 9, 2023.

14 Nutrition Coalition. "NFSA in Odisha: Exclusion error could be to tune of 5-10 percent." Available

at: https://www.nutritioncoalition.org.in/blogs/nfsa-in-odisha-exclusion-error-could-be-to-tune-of-5-10- percent/
15 Standing Committee on Housing and Urban Affairs. "Evaluation of Implementation of Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Urban)." March 17, 2023. Available at: https://prsindia.org/policy/report-summaries/evaluation-of-
implementation-of- pmay-urban
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supply to over 4.8 million households since its launch in 2015.%¢

4. Healthcare Programs:

Various healthcare programs like Ayushman Bharat, National Health Mission (NHM), and
National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) aim to provide accessible and quality healthcare
services. Health program evaluations indicated improvements in healthcare access, with NHMand
NRHM contributing to an increase in institutional deliveries by 34% (NHM) and 22% (NRHM)
and achieving an 65% (NHM) and 50% (NRHM) rise in immunization coverage among children.
However, disparities persisted, particularly in rural areas, where 45% of the population faced
challenges in accessing quality healthcare due to infrastructure gaps and affordability issues.’
Despite achievements, challenges persist, including administrative inefficiencies, targeting errors,
and inadequate infrastructure, hampering the effective implementation of interventions.Striking a
balance between economic growth and ensuring equitable distribution of benefits remains a
challenge. Greater emphasis on inclusive policies is vital to address disparities and enhance social
justice. Continuous evaluation, adaptability, and reforms in policy frameworksare crucial to
respond to evolving socio-economic dynamics, technological advancements, and global
challenges.

In conclusion, governmental interventions exert substantial influence on shaping socio- economic
conditions, alleviating poverty, fostering economic stability, and improving humandevelopment
indicators. While these interventions have yielded commendable achievements, persistent
challenges necessitate concerted efforts for enhanced implementation, inclusivity, and adaptive
policy reforms. The pursuit of socio-economic progress demands not only effective interventions
but also a commitment to addressing systemic shortcomings, fostering resilience, and ensuring
equitable distribution of opportunities and benefits for all members of society. Thus, the
transformative power of governmental interventions must be complemented by dynamic policy
frameworks that respond adeptly to societal needs, ensuring sustained progress and inclusivity in

the socio-economic landscape.

18 ibid

7 Sinha, D., & Patnaik, B. (2016). National Food Security Act 2013: Moving From Exclusion to Inclusion. Oxfam
India. Available at: https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/608479/bn-national- food-
security-act-2013-exclusion-inclusion-140416-en.pdf
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CHAPTER 4

COMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN INDIAAND AMERICA

India and the United States of America, as diverse and prominent nations, implement various
social welfare initiatives to address socio-economic disparities and promote social justice. Their
approaches to social welfare and justice reflect different priorities and strategies aimed at

improving the well-being of their populations.

India's social welfare programs primarily focus on poverty alleviation, employment generation,and

access to basic necessities. Key initiatives include:

0 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)*8:

Aims to provide 100 days of wage employment to rural households.

0 National Food Security Act (NFSA)'°: Focuses on ensuring subsidized food grains to
eligible beneficiaries for food security.

0 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)?: Designed to provide affordable housing to
economically weaker sections.

India’s schemes primarily aim to address poverty, food security, and housing disparities among
marginalized communities, with a focus on rural development and livelihood enhancement.
America's Social Welfare Measures:

The United States' social welfare programs emphasize healthcare, income support, and social
security, aiming to provide assistance and support to citizens in need. Key initiatives include:

0 Social Security and Medicare: Provides financial support and healthcare services for
retirees and elderly citizens.

0 Medicaid: Offers healthcare coverage to low-income individuals and families.

0 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP): Assists low-income
individuals and families with food purchases.

America's initiatives focus on ensuring access to healthcare, income support, and nutritional

18 18 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005, Act No. 42 of 2005, (India)

1919 National Food Security Act, 2013, Act No. 20 of 2013, (India).

20 20 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. (2019). Government of India's Approach to Affordable Housing for the Urban
Poor.
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assistance, with a significant emphasis on social security benefits for retirees.

India’'s schemes prioritize poverty alleviation, employment, and basic necessities, while America’s
initiatives emphasize healthcare access, income support, and nutritional assistance. India's
programs concentrate on direct welfare assistance and employment generation, whereasAmerica's
policies focus on providing comprehensive healthcare coverage and income support. India's
initiatives address a broader range of socio-economic challenges, including ruraldevelopment,
while America's programs primarily concentrate on ensuring healthcare access and income

support for vulnerable populations.

India and the United States have different approaches to social welfare and justice, catering tothe
specific socio-economic needs of their populations. India's programs target poverty alleviation
and basic needs, while America's initiatives emphasize healthcare access and income support.
Understanding these diverse strategies provides insights into the varied approaches adopted by

nations to enhance social justice and improve the overall welfare of their citizens.

TAXPOLICIES IN INDIA:

India’s tax policies encompass a progressive income tax system aimed at redistributing wealth. The
Income Tax Act levies taxes based on income slabs, with higher earners subjected to highertax rates.
Additionally, India implements corporate taxes and indirect taxes like Goods and Services Tax
(GST), targeting businesses and consumption. Various exemptions and deductions aim to
incentivize savings, investments, and charitable contributions. Moreover, wealth taxes have
historically been levied on certain assets, although such taxes have been phased out in recent
years. These tax policies aim to generate revenue for social welfare programs and infrastructure

development, contributing to wealth redistribution and socio-economic equity.

TAX POLICIES IN AMERICA:

The United States employs a progressive income tax system, where higher earners face highertax
rates. Additionally, corporate taxes are imposed on business profits, and capital gains taxes apply
to investment profits. Deductions and credits exist to incentivize certain behaviours, suchas
homeownership and charitable donations. Unlike India, the U.S. does not have a nationwidevalue-
added tax (VAT) system, but instead utilizes a sales tax system varying by state. Estate taxes,
levied on inherited wealth, contribute to wealth redistribution efforts. However, the efficacy of

wealth redistribution through estate taxes has been debated, and the tax rates and exemptions have


http://www.ijlra.com/

www.ijlra.com
Volume 2 Issue 7| July 2024 ISSN: 2582-6433

been subject to changes over time.

In conclusion, the study of social justice between India and America highlights the importanceof
addressing socio-economic inequalities and promoting inclusive growth. While both countries
have made significant strides in implementing policies and programs aimed at ensuring social
justice, there is still much work to be done. India's focus on inclusive growth and poverty
alleviation through initiatives such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and the Right to Education (RTE) Act demonstratesa strong
commitment to social justice and equity. On the other hand, the United States has facedchallenges
in implementing universal healthcare, criminal justice reform, and addressing income inequality,
which remain pressing issues in the pursuit of social justice. In the contextof international
relations, the study of social justice between India and America underscores the importance of
collaboration and shared learning. By examining the similarities and differences in their
approaches to social justice, both countries can identify best practices and areas for improvement,
fostering a more equitable and just world. Furthermore, the study of social justice can serve as a
foundation for future research and policy development, focusing on the implementation of
effective policies and programs that promote social justice and address the unique challenges

faced by each country.

CHAPTER S

CONCLUSION

In the pursuit of societal equity and fairness, the concept of social justice through theredistribution
of wealth by the state emerges as a pivotal discourse within legal studies. This journey through
the intricate interplay of legal frameworks, socio-economic policies, and governance mechanisms
reveals the profound significance of wealth redistribution in fosteringinclusive societies and

addressing entrenched disparities.

Throughout this discourse, challenges such as administrative inefficiencies, targeting errors, and
infrastructure limitations emerged as impediments to the effective implementation of wealth
redistribution schemes. However, these challenges also presented opportunities for policy
refinement, enhanced governance, and international collaboration, emphasizing the necessity for

adaptive legal systems responsive to evolving socio-economic dynamics.
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In the India, the pursuit of social justice through wealth redistribution by the state is underscored
by a plethora of government schemes and legal precedents aimed at narrowing socio-economic
disparities. Initiatives like the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), National Food Security Act (NFSA), exemplify India's commitment to addressing
immediate socio-economic needs. These programs, alongside the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) focused on providing affordable housing, underscore the nation's efforts to alleviate
poverty, ensure food security, and address housing disparities among marginalized communities.
However, challenges persist, evidenced by cases like Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal
Corporation, wherein the Supreme Court's intervention led to safeguards protecting the right to
livelihood and housing for pavement dwellers, highlighting the intricate legal battles necessary to

secure socio-economic rights despite existing governmental schemes.

In conclusion, the exploration of social justice through wealth distribution by the state across
various global contexts, including India and America, underscores the intricate interplay between
legal frameworks, socio-economic policies, and governance mechanisms. This discourse
elucidates the pivotal role of legal instruments in effectuating wealth redistribution and advancing
societal equity. Moving forward, the continuous evaluation and refinement of existing legal
frameworks and policies stand imperative. Collaborative efforts, interdisciplinaryapproaches, and
international cooperation should converge to foster adaptive legal systems responsive to evolving
socio-economic dynamics. Moreover, an ongoing commitment to inclusivity, backed by robust
legal mechanisms and proactive governance, is essential in realizing the collective aspiration for

equitable wealth distribution and fostering a future marked by social justice and fairness for all.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research is basically doctrinal research. All the resources used in this research are either

library based or online database. This research is mostly concerned with the concept of Social
Justice, through Governmental Social Schemes, taxation policy, landmark judgements, articlesetc.
The research will look through the lens and examine concept of social justice through government

programmes, taxation policies, etc.
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